
8th Grade Literacy Learning Scales 
 

At DMPS, we use a 
consistent 4-point 

grading scale that is 
based solely on 

achievement of learning 
goals. Topic scores are 

based on multiple bodies 
of evidence. Topic 

scores are then 
converted into a letter 

grade at the end of each 
term or semester.  

 
 

Unit 1: Elements of Literacy 
In this 12-week unit, we focus on elements of literature. Through reading a novel and other short stories, students will have 

multiple opportunities to practice each learning goals and deepen their knowledge. 

 
Resources: 

• The Outsiders 
• Raymond’s Run 
• The Treasure of 
Lemon Brown 
• The Tell-Tale 
Heart 
• The Elevator 



Unit 2: Making Meaning 
In this 6-week unit, we focus on determining the message of a non-fiction text. Through reading non-fiction articles and short 

stories, students will have multiple opportunities to practice each learning goals and deepen their knowledge.  

Resources: 
• TIME Upfront Magazine 
• Scholastic Scope 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Unit 3: Argument 

In this 12-week unit, we focus on how argument works and is successfully made. This unit has many opportunities for larger 
project-driven work, from research to presentations. Through reading non-fiction articles, short stories, and a novel, students 

will have multiple opportunities to practice each learning goals and deepen their knowledge. 

Resources: 
• TIME Upfront Magazine 
• Scholastic Scope  
• The Kalief Browder Story 
• Other “Current Event” stories 



Unit 4: Author’s Craft 
In this 6-week unit, we will focus is on an analysis of text structure and how the parts contribute to the meaning of 

the whole. Through reading a novel and other non-fiction, students will have multiple opportunities to practice each 
learning goals and deepen their knowledge. 

 
Resources: 

• Monster 
• Never Fall Down 
• Sold 
• Unwind 

 
 
 
 

 
 
The following Yearlong Learning Scales are available upon request. 

• Applying Grammar and Mechanics 
• Mastering Vocabulary 
• Constructing Writing 
• Comprehending Text 

• Collaborating in Discussions 
 

Questions?  
Mrs. Kathleen Steffen Kathleen.Steffen@dmschools.org 
Mr. Mark Shirbroun Mark.Shirbroun@dmschools.org 

Mr. Joel Hayden Joel.Hayden@dmschools.org 
Mrs. Cara Lichty Cara.Lichty@dmschools.org 

 
You may also leave a message with the office: (515) 242-8445 
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